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Private Fostering

Private Fostering is a private arrangement between a parent (or a person with parental responsibility for a child) and a person who has agreed to care for that child.
A privately fostered child is one aged under16 (18 if they are disabled) who is cared for and accommodated for more than 28 days continuously by someone who is not a relative.  A relative means a grandparent, aunt or uncle (whether of full blood or half blood or by civil partnership) or by a step parent, a brother or sister.  If the relationship does not fall into one of these categories (for example, if the carers are cousins) then it is a private fostering arrangement.

Private fostering is different from public fostering as the arrangement is normally organised between the parent and carer. The parent retains parental responsibility for the child and continues to be responsible for their financial support.

The local authority has legislative duties and responsibilities under the Children Act 1989 to ensure that children who are privately fostered safeguarded and well cared for.

A local authority social worker will make an assessment of the private fostering arrangements. Statutory checks must be undertaken to include Criminal Records Bureau, police, health, personal referee and education.

The private fostering placement must be able to meet the child’s needs including their religious and cultural needs and their need for contact with their family and friends. 

An agreement should be drawn up between the parents and the private foster carers. The child wishes and feelings (if appropriate) should be considered in drawing up this agreement. 

 The carer and child will receive regular statutory visits and other advice and assistance as required- at least 6 weekly during the first year and 12 weekly thereafter.

Anyone who proposes to privately foster a child, or who is involved in making arrangements for the child to be privately fostered, must notify the Local Authority. The notification requirements stipulate that notification should be given not less than six weeks prior to the placement being made.  The Local Authority must then be told within 48 hours of the child actually being placed with the private foster carer.
 The placement must be visited within 7 days of notification whether the child is there or not. The child should be seen alone.

Ideally notification should come from the parent or the carer, but education, health and other professionals can play an important part in identifying these arrangements and getting key messages across to carers and parents who may be unaware of their responsibilities. If you, as a professional, are aware of an actual or potential private fostering arrangement and you believe that the Local Authority is not aware of this arrangement, you should inform the Local Authority.  It would be good practice to seek the consent of the parent(s) and the private foster carer beforehand. 

To notify about a private fostering arrangement or for more information please call 0800 052 0078 or 01480 372511
 www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/privatefostering
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